
Oregon’s Forest Sector
Board of Forestry 

September 4, 2019

Brandon R. Kaetzel, PhD

Principal Forest Economist

AGENDA ITEM A 
Attachment 12 

Page 1 of 18



Overview

 2018 Timber Harvest Report

 Where does this timber end up?

 Facilities/Mills

 Exports

 Forest Sector Contributions

 Employment

 Wages

 Revenues to Counties/State
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Oregon Timber Harvest
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Oregon Timber Harvest (1962-2018)
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Historical Oregon Timber Harvest
1966-2018
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Timber Harvest History

Timber Harvest remains “stable”

Around 4bbf has been the trend since the 

NWFP

The only recent downturn was during the 

recession (2008, 2009, 2010 being the lowest)

We are currently looking at the relative 

importance of Exports in supporting the 

Forest Sector during these periods (OSU)
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2018 Timber Harvest
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What becomes of Oregon’s 

Harvested Timber?
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Forest Sector Facilities
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Forest Sector Facilities

Source: OFRI 2019 Forest Report
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Oregon Timber Exports (Logs)
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Sources:  Oregon Timber Harvest Reports, Simons et al. 2016,  Washington Department of 
Natural Resources, Oregon's Ports, U.S. Department of Commerce
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Forest Sector Contributions
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Forest Sector Employment

2017 – 61,051 (source: OED/OFRI)

2015 – 61,010 (source: OED/OFRI)

Source: Oregon Forest Facts 2019-20 Edition

Average Wage for Forest Sector

2017 – $54,200 ($51,000 for all jobs)

2015 - $50,027 ($48,323 for all jobs)
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Relative Importance of Forest Sector Wages
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Relative Importance of Forest Sector Wages

Source: Oregon Forest Facts 2019-20 Edition
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Economic Contributions of Forest Sector

 >$18 billion in output 

 >71,000 jobs (direct, indirect, induced) 

 Translates to 4.7% of Total State Output and 3.7% of State GDP
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Economic Contributions of Forest Sector
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Forecast

 As mentioned earlier, harvest tends to hover around 4bbf.  However, there are 

caveats:

 Housing is a major driver of our forecast – Housing starts have leveled out and our 

underlying data providers show conservative revisions in their forecasts

 General fear of recession and interest rates

 Log Prices have dropped but remain high – too high?

 The Agency Forecast is different than the actual harvest as reported in our 

Timber Harvest Report. I am forecasting the amount of harvest that we 

expect the Forest Harvest Tax to be paid on.  This trend is different and has 

varied over the years.

 The forecast for the biennium has an average of 3.62bbf/year (this is the amount 

we expect the Harvest Tax to be paid on)
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Questions?
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